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News Brief 
 

 

 

 President Md.Abdul Hamid left Dhaka yesterday for Kazakhstan to attend the First Summit of OIC 

on Science and Technology to be held in Astana on September 10-11. During the visit, the president is 

expected to have a bilateral meeting with Kazakh President. The Bangladesh President is also due to 

have meeting with some other counterparts from participating member states. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited the Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib Memorial KPJ Specialized 

Hospital in Gazipur yesterday and had routine check-up, in a gesture showing her trust to the treatment 

of Bangladeshi doctors. Her sister Sheikh Rehana also accompanied her and underwent some routine 

health tests. The PM had similar check-up earlier in the 250-bed hospital.  

The 17th session of the 10th Jatiya Sangsad will begin at 5 pm today after a recess of 58 days. 

Before the house resumes, the business advisory committee of parliament will meet at 4pm today with 

speaker Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury in the chair to fix the duration and businesses of the coming 

session. 

The United States encourages Myanmar and its de facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi to implement the 

recommendations of the Kofi Annan commission fully to resolve the Rohingya issue. The Washington 

also believes that the decades-old discrimination against Rohingyas "needs to be addressed". "Aung San 

Suu Kyi and her government have embraced those recommendations, and now we encourage the full 

implementation," said Patrick Murphy, who is the deputy assistant secretary of state for Southeast Asia 

in the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, in Washington on Friday. India says it remains 'deeply 

concerned' about the situation in Rakhine State and the outflow of refugees from Myanmar into 

Bangladesh. In a statement on Saturday, the Indian government said the situation in Rakhine State must 

"be handled with restraint and maturity, focusing on the welfare of the civilian population alongside 

those of the security forces". Meanwhile, a total of 157 British parliamentarians urged their government 

to exert more pressure on the Myanmar government to stop violence against Rohingya people. “The 

scale of the human rights and humanitarian crisis unfolding in Myanmar is unprecedented in its recent 

history. It requires the attention of the British government at the highest level,” they said in a letter to 

the British Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson on Wednesday.  

Humanitarian agencies operating in Cox's Bazar urgently need $77 million to assist the refugees as 

nearly 300,000 Rohingya people have fled Myanmar's Rakhine state into Bangladesh in 15 days since 

new violence erupted, the United Nations said yesterday. Meanwhile, the Danish government has 

allocated Tk 256 million to the United Nations World Food Programme for relief efforts for the 

Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. "I condemn any violence against civilians. I strongly urge the 

involved parties to ensure protection of Rohingyas as well as other civilians and appeal to ensure 

humanitarian access to the thousands of people that need urgent assistance," Danish Minister for 

Development Cooperation, Ulla Tornaes, said in an official statement. In addition, a military aircraft of 

Malaysia arrived at Chittagong Shah Amanat International Airport with around 12 tonnes of relief 

materials for Rohingyas yesterday. Amnesty International (AI) says Myanmar has planted landmines 

along its border with Bangladesh posing a deadly threat to the fleeing Rohingya people. The AI 

yesterday confirmed that internationally banned antipersonnel mines had seriously injured three people, 

including two children and reportedly killed a man in the past week. “The Myanmar military's callous 

use of inherently indiscriminate and deadly weapons at highly trafficked paths around the border is 

putting the lives of ordinary people at enormous risk," said AI's Crisis Response Director Tirana 

Hassan, who is now near the border.  

The Industries Ministry is exploring the possibility of joining the Patent Cooperation Treaty, PCT 

to facilitate local inventors in getting patent rights on the global markets.  An inter-ministerial meeting 

has already decided to join the PCT, an international treaty administered by the World Intellectual 

Property Organisation with more than 145 contracting countries.  

The key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange closed at 6,114.99 points on Thursday. 
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